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MEDIEVAL AND MODERN ARMENIA (HAYASTAN, HAYK') 

The ancient kingdom of Armenia had been formally divided between the Persian and Roman empires in AD 
387, and the Armenian monarchy was abolished in 418. Most of the country was under Persian control and was 
governed by a long series of governors ( marzbans) until the 610s, when all Armenia became an Eastern Roman 
(Byzantine) possession. Between 653 and 885, the presiding princes of the country shifted their allegiance back 
and forth between Byzantium and the Caliphate, depending on the varying geopolitical situation. Religion kept 
the Armenians apart from both powers, since the Armenians were non-Chalcedonian Christians. From the 
beginning of the 9 th century, the Bagratid (Bagratuni) family monopolized the position of presiding prince with 
the title of “prince of princes” (isxan isxanac'), and in 884 prince Asot V became effectively independent king 
(ark'ay) as Asot I, having obtained recognition from both the Byzantine emperor and the 'Abbasid caliph. His 
grandson Asot II was recognized as “king of kings” (sahnsah) by the caliph in 911. The Bagratid “king of kings” 
governed from Dvin (Duin) until the mid-1 o th century, and, after Dvin came under Muslim rule, from Ani. 

Junior lines of the dynasty were established as vassal kings at Kars and Lori, princes of Taron, and also, 
independently, in Georgian K'art'li and Kaxet'i. The prince of Taron ceded his principality to the Byzantine 
Empire in 966 and passed into Byzantine service. This precedent was followed, in the face of the advance of the 
Saljuq Turks, by the “king of kings” in 1045 and by the king of Kars in 1064. The Bagratid rulers of Lori lost 
their capital to the Saljuqs in c.i 113, but held on to other possessions until overthrown by the Mongol advance 
after 1136. Such was the fate of most other Bagratid lands, although the interlude between the height of Saljuq 
power and the arrival of the Mongols witnessed the expansion of Georgia and the temporary and partial 
resurrection of a vassal Armenian principality centered on Ani under the Georgian Zak'arids. 

Further to the southeast, between the lakes Van, Sevan, and Urmia, two non-Bagratid lines of princes 
claimed independence and royal status in Vaspurakan (from 908) and Siunia (from c.963). In 1021 the king of 
Vaspurakan ceded his realm to the Byzantine Empire and entered Byzantine service, retaining some of his royal 
prerogatives after settling near Sebasteia. Armenia recovered the western portion of Siunia by 1017, but the 
remainder, hemmed in by its rivals, survived into the 12 th century. A line of Orbeleani princes continued to 
dominate Siunia under the suzerainty of their Muslim neighbors, until overthrown by the Tlmurids in 1437. In 
Arc'ax/Xac'en (later known as Qarabag/Karabagh), the northeastern neighbor of Siunia, native princes claiming 
the royal title of Iberian Albania (Aluank') survived as minor rulers for centuries under Saljuq, Mongol, 
Turkoman, and Iranian rule. In the 1440s, Jahan-Sah of Qara-Quyunlu had granted a number of these dynasts 
the title melik (Arabic malik ). Alongside a series of Muslim princes, these Armenian melik s provided a buffer 
zone between their overlords in Iran and the expanding Ottoman Empire in the west. Hard-pressed by the 
Muslim bans of Karabagh in the late 1700s and early 1800s, the Armenian melik s turned to Russia, which 
occupied the area starting in 1805 and secured its formal cession from Iran in 1813. This resulted, perhaps 
ironically, in the gradual elimination of the autonomy of the meliks in the period 1813 — 1854. The Islamization 
of much of the region left the mostly Christian uplands surrounded by Muslims, and has bedeviled relations 
between the now independent republics of Armenia and Azerbaijan since the dissolution of the Soviet Union. 

After the absorption of most of Armenia by the Byzantine Empire in the mid- 1 I th century, much of the 
Armenian nobility and population were resettled in Cilicia. Due to the decline of imperial authority in Anatolia 
after 1071, this resulted in the establishment of an Armenian state in Cilicia, which became closely connected 
with the Crusader states in the Levant. This kingdom survived until conquered by the Mamluks of Egypt and 
Syria in 1375. For the Muslim rulers of Armenia and Cilicia, see under Azerbaijan and Turkey. 

The rulers of Medieval Armenia employed the titles of isxan and later melik (prince), isxanac' isxan (prince 
of princes), ark'ay and later t'agavor (king), ark'ayic' ark'ay or sahnsah (king of kings). Names are given in 
scientific transliteration from Armenian, except for the Muslim names of some of the modern Armenian princes 
in Karabagh, which are given in Perso-Arabic forms (these are not necessarily indicative of conversion to Islam). 

Bagratid princes of Armenia 

806—826 Asot IV, the Carnivorous ... son of Smbat VII Bagratuni; isxanac' isxan of Armenia 

826—851 Bagarat ... son of Asot IV; invested 830 

851—884 Asot V, the Great ... son of Smbat VIII, son of Asot IV; invested 862, king ( ark 'ay) 884—890 
— Asot VI ... son of Bagarat; rival 877—878 
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884—890 

890—913 

913-918 

918-951 
952.-977 
977-989 
989 — 1017 
1017—1041 
& 1017—1040 
& 1017—? 
1041—1045 


961—984 
984—1019 
1019 — 1064 


: 974 —989 
989—1046: 
& 989—? 
11048—1081: 
11089—1J45 
& 11089—1 ! 45 
1145—1185 
1185—1191 
1191—1131 
1131—1136: 
1136:—? 


816—851 

851-857 

857-878 

878—895 

895-897 

897— 898 

898— 913 
913-940 


Bagratid kings of Armenia 

Asot I, the Great... former isxanac'isxan 851—884 
Smbat I, the Martyr ... son of Asot I 

Asot II, the Iron ... son of Smbat I; recognized as king of kings ( sahnsah ) 911 

— Asot... son of Sapuh, son of Asot I; rival 914—910, died 936 

Abas I ... son of Smbat I 

Asot III, the Merciful ... son of Abas I 

Smbat II, the Conqueror ... son of Asot III 

Gagik I, Sahnsah ... son of Asot III 

Smbat III, 1 the Peaceful... son of Gagik I 

Asot IV, the Valiant... son of Gagik I 

Abas II... son of Gagik I 

Gagik II ... son of Asot IV; abdicated, died 1079 

(to the Eastern Roman Empire 1045; to the Saljuqids 1064; to the Saddadids by 2071) 

Bagratid kings of Kars and Vanand 
Musel ... son of king Abas I of Armenia 
Abas ... son of Musel 

Gagik 2 ... son of Abas; abdicated, died 1080 

(to the Eastern Roman Empire 1064; to the Saljuqids 1064) 

Bagratid kings of Lori and Tasir/Joraget, from c. 1113 reduced to Macnaberd and Tavus 
Korike I ? ... son ofking Asot III of Armenia; prince of Tasir/Joraget 
Davit' I, Lackland ... son of Korike I; conquered Gardman/P'arisos (Aluank') 1017 
Smbat ... son of Korike I 

Korike II ... son of Davit' I; Saljuqid vassal 1064 

Davit' II ... son of Korike II; lost Lori to the Saljuqids c. 1113; in Macnaberd 
Abas I ... son of Korike II; lost Lori to the Saljuqids c.i 113; in Tavus 
Korike III... son of Davit' II; in Macnaberd and Tavus 
Abas II... son of Korike III; in Macnaberd and Tavus 
Alsart'an ... bastard son of Abas II; abdicated, died 1131: 

Korike IV ... son of Alsart'an 
P'ahlovan ... son of Korike IV 

(subordination to the Mongols and Zak'arids after 1136) 

Bagratid princes of Taron 

Bagarat I ... son of prince Asot IV of Armenia 

Gurgen I ... son of prince Abubelc of Mardpetakan and Andzevacik'; deposed, died 896 
Asot I ... son of Bagarat I; Armenia 877—878; deposed, died 878: 

Davit', the Kinglet... son of Bagarat I 

Gurgen II ... son of Asot I 

Asot II ... son of Davit'; deposed, died 898: 

Grigor I ... son ofT'ornik, son of Bagarat I 
Bagarat II ... son of Grigor I 


1 Also called Yovhannes-Smbat. 
1 Sometimes called Abas II. 

J Originally named Gurgen. 
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940—966 
9 66 
& 966 


12.01—1111 
& 1201—1127 
I 2 I 2 —I 26 l 

I 227—1250 
1250—1261 
1261—f.I28o 
f.I28o—1320 
I 320—I 342: 
I 342 : —I 3 58 
1358 


?—8 3 7 
837-852 
852-857 
857-868 
868—874 
874—886 
886—903 


903-943 
943-958 
958—968 
968—990 
990—1003 
1003—1021 


?—821 
821—848 
& 821—831 
848—851 
851—892 
892—908 
& 892—f.943 
908—940: 
& 908—? 
1949—f.960 


Asot III ... bastard son of Grigor I 

Grigor II ... son of Asot III; abdicated, died 995 

Bagarat III ... son of Asot III; abdicated, died 989: 

(to the Eastern Roman Empire 966) 

Zak'arid (Mxargrjelid) princes of Armenia 
Zak'are I ... son of Sargis; Georgian vassal in Ani 

Ivane I ... brother of Zak'are I; Georgian vassal in Dvin; atabegoi Georgia 1212 
Sanse I ... son of Zak'are I; in Ani; Mongol vassal 1236 

Sargis-Avag ... son of Ivane I; in Dvin (till 1236), then Bjni; Mongol vassal 1236 

Zak'are II ... son of Sahnse I; in Bjni 

Ivane II ... son of Sahnse I; in Ani 

Sanse II... son of Ivane II 

Vahram ... son of Ivane II 

Zak'are III ... son of Vahram; Cupanid vassal 

Sanse III... son of Zak'are III 

(to the Mongols ofQipcaq 1358; to theJalayirids 1360; etc.) 

Arcruni princes and kings of Vaspurakan 

Hamazasp ... son of Gagik; husband of Hrip'sime, daughter of prince Asot IV of Armenia 
Asot-Abulabas ... son of Hamazasp; deposed 

Gurgen ... son of prince Abubelc of Mardpetakan and Anjevacik'; deposed, died 896 

Grigor-Derenik ... son of Asot-Abulabas; replaced 

Asot-Abulabas ... restored 

Grigor-Derenik ... restored 

Sargis-Asot... son of Grigor-Derenik 

— Gagik ... son of Vahan; rival 888—896 

Xac'ik-Gagik ... son of Grigor-Derenik; king (ark'ay) 908 

Derenik-Asot ... son of Xac'ik-Gagik 

Abusahl-Hamazasp ... son of Xac'ik-Gagik 

Asot-Sahak ... son of Abusahl-Hamazasp 

Gurgen-Xac'ik ... son of Abusahl-Hamazasp 

Senek'erim-Yovhannes ... son of Abusahl-Hamazasp; abdicated; Sebasteia 1021 — 1026 4 
(to the Eastern Roman Empire 1021) 

Princes and kings of Siunia (Siwnik'), from 1019/1026 reduced to Balk' 

Vasak III ... son of (?) prince P'ilippe of Iberia; prince of Siunia 
P'ilippe I ... son of Vasak III; in Vayoc' Jor (eastern Siunia) 

Sahak ... son ofVasak III; in Gelark'unik' (western Siunia) 

Babgen IV ... son of P'ilippe I 
Vasak IV, Isxanik' ... son of P'ilippe I 
Asot... son of P'ilippe I 

P'ilippe II ... son ofVasak IV; associated in Haband 
Smbat I ... son of Asot; in Vayoc' Jor 
Babgen V ... son of Asot; associated in Balk' 

Vasak V ... son of Smbat I 


Davit' (1026—1037) and Atom (1037—1080), sons of Senek'erim-Yovhannes, were also invested with Sebasteia. 
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f.960—f.998 
f.998—f.1019 
f.1019 —? 
?—f.1072 
C.1072—1094: 

11096—1166 
1166—1170 


: 1175— C.i 187 
C. I 187—1125: 
1115:—1149 
1149-1273 
I173—1190 
1190—1300 
1300-1344: 
:i 348—1 349: 
: 1 377— :I 386 
:i 386—1407 
1407—1411 
1411-1437 


:632—f.636 
f.636—681 
681-? 


?—811 
811—865 


?—85 5 


Smbat II ... son of Sahak, son of Asot; king ( ark'ay ) f.963 
Vasak VI ... son of Smbat II 

Smbat III ... son of Asot of Sisakan by daughter of Smbat II; lost northwest to Armenia by 1016 
Grigor III ... brother of Smbat III 

Senek'erim-Yovhannes ... adopted son of Grigor III; son of Dakin-Sevada of Haband s ; 

brother of Grigor Ill’s wife Sahanduxt 
Grigor IV ... son of Senek'erim-Yovhannes 

Hasan Gerak'arec'i... husband of Kat'a, daughter of Grigor IV; deposed 6 
(to the Saljuqids 1170) 

Orbeleani princes in Siunia (Siwnik') 

Elikum I ... son of prince Liparit VI Orbelean 

Liparit... son of Elikum I; prince of Siunia 1102; Zak'arid vassal 1111 

Elikum II ... son of Liparit; Mongol vassal 

Smbat I ... son of Liparit; titular king of Siunia 

Tarsayic ... son of Liparit 

Elikum III ... son ofTarsayic 

Biurt'el I ... son of Elikum III 

Besk'en I ... son of Biurt'el I 

Yovhannes, son of Biurt'el I 

Biurt'el II ... son of Yovhannes; Tlmurid vassal 1401 
Smbat II ... brother of Biurt'el II 
Besk'en II ... son of Smbat II; deposed, died 1438 
(subordination to the Tlmurids 1437) 

Princes of Albania (Aluank') in Gardman/P'arisos 

Varaz-Grigor ... son of Vard, son of Vardan; Mihranid prince of Gardman (Aluank') 

Juansir ... son of Varaz-Grigor 

Varaz-Trdat I ... son ofVaraz-P'eroz, son of Varaz-Grigor 

Vardan ... son of Varaz Trdat I 

Nerseh, the Cruel ... son of Vardan 

Gagik ... son of Nerseh 

Step'annos ... son of Gagik 

Varaz-Trdat II... son of Step'annos 

Atrnerseh I ... married Spfam, daughter of Varaz-Trdat II; son of the Aransahikid Sahl of 
Xac'en; Heret'i 840—865; Xac'en 855—865 
(union with Xac'en 855 — 1017 and Heret'i 840—913; to Lori 1017) 

Princes of Arc'ax/Xac'en and Haband; also Gardman/P'arisos 822-1017 7 
Sahl ... son of the Aransahikid Smbat of Gelark'uni; deposed 
+ Yovhannes ... son ofSahl; associated in Lower Xac'en :8 5 3—8 5 5; deposed 


5 Thus Toumanoff (1976); chronologically this Senek'erim-Yovhannes cannot be identified with Senek'erim- 
Yovhannes of Xac'en and P'arisos, who died almost a century earlier, contra Hewsen (1972). 

6 This Hasan should not be identified with Hasan II ofXac'en (1142—1181): see Chorbajian et al. (1994) 96. 

7 The chronology and genealogy of these princes are very poorly known and reconstructed; the arrangement here 
attempts to correct some obvious inaccuracies in Hewsen (1972) and Toumanoff (1976) with Limper (1980). 
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855-865 

865—895 

895—898 

898—913 

913—911: 


?—1000: 
1000:—1003 
1003—? 


?—1116: 
1116:—1141 
1141—1181 
1181—1114: 
1114:—1165 
1165—1189 
1189—1 311 
1 3 11—1 341: 


:i 443 —1456 

1456-1467 

:i 473 -i 5°7 

1507-? 


?—1686 
1686—1716 
1716-1747 
1747-1755 
1755-1775 
1775—1806 
1806—? 
?—1813 


Atrnerseh I ... son of Sahl 8 ; associated in Upper Xac'en :8 5 3; Gardman from 811; Heret'i 
from 840 

Grigor I, Hamam ... son of Atrnerseh I; also Gardman and Heret'i 
Abulis ... son of Grigor I; also Gardman and Heret'i 

Atrnerseh II ... son of Grigor I; also Gardman and Heret'i; to Heret'i 913—943 

Sahak-Sevada ... son of Grigor I; also Gardman 

Senek'erim 9 ... son of Sahak-Sevada; also Gardman 

Sevada, Isxanamm ... son of Grigor, son of Sahak-Sevada; also Gardman 

Senek'erim-Yovhannes ... son of Sevada; also Gardman 

Grigor II ... son of Sevada; also Gardman 

Grigor III ... son of P'ilippe, son of Sevada; lost Gardman/P'arisos to Lori 1017 

Hamtun ... son of (?) Grigor III 

Hasan I ... son of (?) Hamtun 10 

Vaxtang I (Sakar) ... son of Hasan I 

Hasan II ... son ofVaxtang I; abdicated, died 1188:1191 

Vaxtang II (Tonk'ik) ... son of Hasan II 

Hasan III (Jalal-al-Dawlah) ... son ofVaxtang II; Mongol vassal 
At'abek I (Ivane) ... son of Hasan II; associated by 1143 
Jalal I ... son of At'abek I 
At'abek II (Ivane) ... son of Jalal I 

Jalal II ... son of At'abek II; Cupanid, then Jalayirid vassal 
At'abek III ... son of Jalal II; Qara-Quyunlu and Timurid vassal 
Albast... son of Jalal II; Qara-Quyunlu vassal; melik of Xac'en 
Saytun ... son of Albast 

Velijan I ... son of Saytun; Aq-Quyunlu, then Safawid vassal 

Mehrab ... son of Hatir, son of Albast 

Jalal III ... son of Mehrab 

Velijan II ... son of Jalal III 

Baldasar ... son of Velijan II 

Velijan III ... son of Baldasar 

Mulki... son of Velijan III 

Grigor IV ... son of Mulki; deposed, died 1748 

Allah-Wardi I ... son of Mulki 

Mirza-Han ... lord ofXnjristan 

Allah-Wardi II ... son of Mlrza-Han 

Qahraman ... son of Allah-Wardi II 

Allah-Wardi III ... son of Daniyal Mlrza, son of Malik Bak, son of Allah-Wardi I; deposed, 
died 1817 
(to Russia 1813) 


8 Hewsen (1972) and Toumanoff (1976) give the descent as Atrnerseh, son of Sahak, son ofVasak III of Siunia, 
but see Chorbajian et al. (1994) 59, 93-94. 

9 Perhaps identical with Davit', an attested son of Sahak-Sevada. 

10 For the identification with Hasan, son of Hamtun, see Justi (1895) 458; for Hasan I and his heirs, see also 
Limper (1980) 211-220; Hewsen (1972) and Toumanoff (1976) skip from Grigor III directly to Vaxtang I, 
producing an impossibly abbreviated genealogy. 
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r.1600—1606 
1606—1716 
1716-1744 
1744-1747 
1747-1781 
1781—f.1799 
C.1799 —1805 
1805 
1805 
1805—1811 


?—1631 
1631—? 
?—1718 
1718 
1718-1775 

1775 - 1776 

1776— 1808 
& 1776—:i8o6 

& : 1806: 
1808 
1808—1816 


1687—1718 

1718-1755 

1755-1783 

1783—1788 

1788-1799 

1799—1804: 

?—1811 
1811—1854 


Melik s of Dizak in Karabagh 

Avan ... son of Sujum; melik of Dizak as Persian vassal 
(to Varanda) 

Egan (Avan) ... son of Lukas, son of Baxtam, son of Avan 

Aram ... son of Egan 

Esayi... son of Egan 

Baxtam (Vaxtang) ... son of Aram 11 

'Abbas ... son of Baxtam 

Qahraman ... son of'Abbas; emigrated, died 1806: 11 
Bagdad-Bak ... son of Esayi 

Aslan ... son of Bagdad-Bak; Russian vassal 1813; deposed, died 1818: 13 
(to Russia 1811) 

Melik s of Gyulistan in Karabagh 

Abov I, the Black ... son of Davit', son of Vardan; melik of Gyulistan as Persian vassal 

Beglar I ... son of Abov I 

Abov II, the Lame ... son of Beglar I 

Tamraz ... son of Beglar I; deposed, died 1718 

Yovsep' I ... son of Abov II 

Beglar II (Yovsep') ... son of Yovsep' I 

Abov III... son of Yovsep' I 

P'ridon ... son of Beglar II 

Balir ... son of Beglar II 

Minas ... son of Abov III 

Yovsep' II ... son of P'ridon; Russian vassal 1813; deposed, died 1816: 

(to Russia 1816) 

Melik s of Jraberd in Karabagh 

Esayi... son of Israyel; melik of Jraberd as Persian vassal 

Allah-Quli... son of Esayi 

Adam ... son of Allah-Quli 14 

Mejlum ... son of Adam; deposed, died 1796 13 

Rustam ... lord of Gyulatax; son of Allah-Wardi 

Rawsan ... son of Mirza, brother of Rustam 

Allah-Wardi ... son of Rawsan; emigrated 

Vani (Ivane) ...lord ofKusapat; son of Arutyun At'abekyan; Russian vassal 1813 16 
(to Russia 1854) 


11 According to other sources, Avak, son of Aram, governed in 1781 — 1785; Baxtam was in Persian captivity in 
c. 1786— c. 1796. 

11 Qahraman may to have continued to claim his title after leaving Dizak. 

15 Raffi (1881) attributes the deaths of Baxtam, 'Abbas, Bagdad-Bak, and even Aslan to Ibrahim Han of Qara 
Bag (who died in 1806!) 

14 Raffi (1881) presents Esayi, Allah-Quli, and Adam as brothers, something that seems quite impossible. 

13 Adam, son of Mejlum, continued to claim Jraberd after his father’s death in 1796, for over a decade. 

16 Briefly in Russian captivity 1816. 
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1606—? 

■.1633-1644 

1644—1681 

1681—1716: 

■.1730-1736 

1736-1744 

1744-1747 

1747-1792- 

1791—1801 
1801—i8n 
1811—1811 
1811—1818 


Meliks of Varanda in Karabagh 

Mirza I ... brother of Sah-Nazar of Car, son of Malik Bak of Gelark'unik'; melik of Varanda 
as Persian vassal 
Bagir I ... son of Mirza I 
Sah-Nazar I ... son of Bagir I 
Bagir II ... son of Sah-Nazar I 
Husayn I... son of Sah-Nazar I 
Mirza II ... son of Bagir II 
Husayn II (Hovsep') ... son of Husayn I 
Sah-Nazar II ... son of Husayn I 
Husayn III... son of Sah-Nazar II 
jamsid ... son of Sah-Nazar II; rival 1791 —1799 17 
Jahan-Bahs ... son of Sah-Nazar II; Russian vassal 1813 
Hudadad ... son of (?) jamsid; abdicated, died 1833 
(to Russia 1818) 


Select Bibliography: 

CHORBAJIAN, L., P. DONABEDIAN, C. MuTAFIAN, The Caucasian Knot: the history and geo-politics ofNagomo- 
Karabagh , London, 1994 

HEWSEN, R.H., “The Meliks of Eastern Armenia: a preliminary study,” Revue des etudes armeniennes 9 (1971) 
186-319 

HOVANNISIAN, R.G. (ed.), Armenian People from Ancient to Modern Times , vol. 1, New York, 1997 
JUSTI, F., Iranisches Namenbuch, Marburg, 1895 

LlMPER, B., DieMongolen und die christlichen Volker des Kaukasus , Cologne, 1980 

Raffi, Meliks tv a Hamsy (1600-1827): Materjaly dlja novoj armjanskoj istorii, Erevan 1991 (original edition, 
1881) 

SETTIPANI, C., Continuity des elites a Byzance dtcrant les siecles obscurs , Paris, 1006 

TOUMANOFF, C., Manuel degenealogie et de chronologiepour I’histoire de la Caucasie chretienne, Rome, 1976 


7 In Georgia until 1805. 



